It is of great pleasure to give a brief account on the "History of Acarology in Egypt" in the 1 st issue of "Acarines", the journal of the Egyptian Society of Acarology.
The occurrence of Acari in Egypt was known as early as time of ancient Egyptians, thousands of years ago. A reference to "tick fever" was recorded on papurus scroll on the 16 th century B.C. (Krantz 1978) . Also Arthur (1965) , examined a drawing of hyena-like animal from the time of Queen Hatshepsut III in the 15 th century B.C. and considered the three exrescences in its ear to represent three ticks.
Nothing was recorded after that till the 18 th century, when Linnaeus (1776) Willcocks (1916, 1922 & 1925) , belonging to the Royal Agricultural Society founded in 1898 in Egypt reported the incidence of some important mites. He referred to a report by the horticulture inspector of the Barrage area in 1904 about the increase of the spider mite on lebbek trees (Albizzia lebbek) in Upper Egypt.
Also, Willcocks & Bahgat (1973) reported the occurrence of some mite species. These were Pediculoides ventricaus, (1916) (Sayed 1938; 1940; 1942 a, b, c & d; 1946 a, b, c, d & e; 1950 a & b) . He created some tenuipalpid genera, a subfamily and proposed the name Tenuipalpidae for the family. In mid 1950, he moved to be head the Department of Entomology, Faculty of Science, Ain Shams University. Also, El-Badry (1965 -1980 undertook good research work on mite taxonomy, biology and ecology at the Faculty of Agriculture, Ain Shams University.
The discovery of mite founa in Egypt (more than 700 species) was mainly obtained through M. Sc's and Ph.D.'s theses together with an Egyptian-American project on phytophagous, predaceous and soil mites allover the country (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) directed by Zaher. Concerning ticks, Hoogostral (1955 -1985 of the United
States Navey Medical Research (Namru3) in Cairo did important research work and established a school of tick research in cooperation with Egyptian Universities. After that, Kammah is leading tick research in the Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo University.
It can be stated that the diversity of habitats, moderate, climate and evergreen agricultural system in Egypt lead to believe that hundreds of mite species are still undiscovered despite the noticeable discovery of mite fauna during the 2 nd half of the 20 th century.
Finally, at present, acari research work spread in all Egyptian Universities, National Research Center and Agricultural Research Center. Moreover, farmers are now aware of Acari problems and how to face it. Hope progress of Acari research work will continue in future.
